The diseases of those domestic animals which are the constant associates of man are entitled to our best consideration.
Comparative anatomy has contributed largely towards the advancement of human physiology, in dispelling error and eliciting truth in various points connected with the economy of the functions ; so likewise comparative pathology may be made subservient to that of the human subject. Until recently, however, veterinary medicine has received but little aid from those whose province it was to cultivate it; for the researches of all the older writers upon this subject are a singular compound of fanciful speculation and irrational empiricism. We seek in vain in veterinary works for unity or precision in the various accounts of diseases of the lower animals ; in which the pathological conditions are either wholly overlooked, or else so imperfectly described that we turn away in despair from descriptions which seem to have no other purpose than that of mystifying the nature of disease.
Brute pathology is still almost wholly unexplored; yet there is no department of science which offers a wider field of interest and instruction to the medical philosopher than the pathological history of the mortal diseases of those animals which approach nearest in the scale to man. The extreme facility with which several of those maladies are transmitted from the brute to the human subject, and their invariably fatal termination in the latter, are facts sufficient to enlist our sympathy and arrest our attention.
If further stimulus were wanting, we have it in the consideration that a rigid inquiry into the causation of the class of diseases referred to cannot fail to expand our views by disclosing new facts, elucidating points hitherto obscure in human pathology, and otherwise contributing to improve the science of medicine.
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